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Ethiopia 


Mengistu Congratulates Yugoslavian Party Leader 
EA0207161988 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 1 Jul 88 


[Text] Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secretary gen- 
eral of the WPE Central Committee, PDRE president 
and commander in chief of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces, sent a congratulatory message today on the 
occasion of the election of Comrade Stipe Suvar as 
president of the Presidency of the Central Committee of 
the League of Communists of Yugoslavia. 


In the message which he sent on behalf of the WPE 
Central Committee and un his own behalf, Comrade 
President Mengistu said that the election of Comrade 
Stipe Suvar to this high party leadership post and 
responsibility is a clear testimony that heralds the great 
contribution he has made to the success of socialism. 
Comrade President Mengistu expressed belief that the 
relations between the two parties would be strengthened 
during the leadership years of Comrade Stipe Suvar. 


In his message, Comrade President Mengistu wished 
Comrade Stipe Suvar good hea!th and successes in his 
duty and peace, security, and progress to the people of 
Yugoslavia. 
Shengo Adopts Presidential, Government Reports 
EA0507104388 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 

in Amharic 1700 GMT 4 Jul 88 


[text] The PDRE National Shengo this afternoon exten- 
sively discussed and adopted the 1988-89 report pre- 
sented by Comrade President Mengistu and the govern- 
ment report presented by Comrade Prime Minister 
Fikre-Selassie Wodgeress. Our reporter, Azeb Teferea: 


{[Azeb] In accordance with its afternoon agenda, the 
Shengo discussed the comrade president's report and the 
PDRE Government report, respectively. Participants 
gave many views on the report presented by Comrade 
President Mengistu on the peace call extended to the 
secessionists who have been bent on destruction in the 
Eritrea region for many years under different guises. 
Among these was the following: 


[Begin recording of unideitified female speaker] What I 
want to say now is that in the Tigray region, the people, 
both young and old, have been suffering because of the 
terrorist bandits. Now, however, we are delighted that 
our revolutionary army is in the vanguard, destroying 
them as directed by the revolutionary government. As a 
result of the suffering to which we were subjected, men 
and women, elected and others, were sleeping in 
trenches, but now we are delighted because peace pre- 
vails. | express confidence that men and women will be 
armed and will not hesitate to advance. I promise that we 
will expose these bandits. We will advance and never 
retreat. [end recording] 
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[Azeb] During this discussion, the Shengo members 
stressed that there was no alternative to making the 
necessary sacrifice in order to destroy those bandits who 
reject the peace call and oppose peace. 


The participants also extensively discussed the PDRE 
Government report on major economic and social 
achievements during the past 14 years: Countering 
destructive campaigns by enemies of the Ethiopian peo- 
ple, and implementing the 1987-88 and 1988-89 plans 
and budgets presented by Comrade Prime Minister 
Fikre-Selassie Wodgeress. 


After discussion and exchanges of ideas and suggestions, 
the members unanimously adopted the comrade presi- 
dent’s 1988 report and the PDRE Government report. 


Soviet Pilots Help Transport Relief Aid 
EA0207145288 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 1 Jul 88 


[Summary] Sixty-seven Soviet pilots, technicians, and nav- 
igators who have been helping to transport relief aid to 
drought-siricken areas and move drought-affected compa- 
triots to fertile parts of our country received certificates 
today. Seventy-one Soviet pilots and ancillary personnel 
arrived in Addis Ababa yesterday to replace their comrades, 
who will leave for home tomorrow. 


Rebels Reportedly Set Off Explosives in Asmera 
EA0407222288 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 4 Jul 88 


[Excerpt] We have just received the following report: 
The ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY reports from 
Asmera that charges placed in various areas of Asmera 
town exploded in the evening of 2 July 1988, and 
damaged property. They were placed there by the ban- 
dits who were defeated by our revolutionary army at the 
war front and who have resorted to desperate terrorist 
acts. Of 14 devices placed by the bandits in garages 
belonging to the building construction department, 7 
exploded and destroyed 7 heavy and light vehicles. 
Before placing the charges, the bandits brutally mur- 
dered the 65-year-old watchman of the garage. [as heard] 


Our news agency has reports that the fire which resulted 
from the explosions has been brought under control 
through the efforts of the Asmera town fire brigade. 


[passage omitted] 


EPLF Rebels Kill 19 Dergue Soldiers 
EA0507164088 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 0630 GMT § Jul 88 


[Text] Units of the heroic EPLF peoples and territorial 
army attacked the enemy force deployed between (Gur), 
(Zeri Senay) and (Milezanay) on 2 July, killing 19, 
wounding 96, and capturing 4 Dergue soldiers. The 
enemy also lost 33 kalashnikov rifles, 2 RPG launchers 
and | pistol before retreating to base. 
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Somalia 


Spokesman Calls Refugee Reports ‘Baseless Lies’ 
EA0407162088 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somal 
1400 GMT 4 Jul 88 


{Text} A Somali Democratic Republic Ministry of Inte- 
rior spokesman described the reports today that Somali 
people had fled as refugees from the northern regions of 
Somali as baseless lies. The spokesman said that people 
cal’.ng themselves Somalis, who had entered Ethiopia, 
could only be members of the terrorist gang responsible 
for killings and damage to property in the [words indis- 
tinct} districts. He said they can be proved [word indis- 
tinct] the terrorist gang. 


He added that the Somali Government regrets that these 
reports had originated from the Ethiopian regime, with 
which Somalia recently concluded a peace agreement. The 
SDR hopes that the PDRE will refrain from supporting the 
terrorist gang, which would be in opposition to international 
conventions on terrorism, and against the interests of the 
two countries, the spokesman concluded. 


Tanzania 


Expelled Iranian Tusk Thief Remains in Country 
LD0307214188 Dakar PANA in English 1115 GMT 
3 Jul 88 


[Text] Dar es Salaam, 3rd July (PANA)}—An Iranian 
diplomat who was recently expelled from Tanzania after 
being arrested with government trophy, has not yet left 
the country. 


The ruling party weekly newspaper, MZALENDO, 
reported Sunday that Iranian Embassy officials here 
refused Saturday to say anything on the diplomat, 
Qasem Bahman Abadi, who was on Ist May arrested for 
trying to smuggle out of the country two elephant tusks 
worth 115 U.S. dollars. 


According to MZALENDO, Embassy officials only said 
“call us next week”, when reporters enquired on the 
expelled diplomat. The newspaper maintains that Abadi 
was still in the city. 
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Foreign Minister Benjamin Mkapa announced two weeks 
ago that the government was expelling the Iranian because 
Tehran besieged [as received] to waive his diplomatic 
immunity so that he could be tried in Dar es Salaam. 


Iran has been complaining that a section of Tanzania 
press was unnecessarily amplifying the issue”. [quote 
marks as received] Mkapa did not give the Iranians a 
specific date to comply with the government's order to 
expel the diplomat, citing cordial relaticas which Tehran 
and Dar es Salaam enjoyed. 


Zanzibar Suspends Teachers for ‘Agitation’ 
EA3007225788 Zanzibar Domestic Service in Swahili 
1600 GMT 30 Jun 88 


[Text] The Ministry of Education has announced the 
suspension of four teachers working for the Ministry of 
Education alleging that they are involved in political 
agitation conspiracies to promote chaos in schools. 
According to a Ministry of Education statement, the 
employees will be reinstated in other jobs later. 


The statement said that those suspended were the head- 
master of Mwambe School, Ndugu Haj: Ali Matano; the 
assistant headmaster of the same school, Ndugu Muham- 
mad Haji Ali, the headmaster of the Fidel Castro Sec- 
ondary School, Ndugu Ashur Nasir Ali, and an employee 
of the Zanzibar Institute of Kiswahili and foreign lan- 
guages, Ndugu Ali Abdullah Ali. The statement said that 
some of these people had taken their political agitation 
into the classrooms while others used lawful party and 
government gatherings to spread their politics. Other 
allegations against them were that they had distorted the 
country’s policies and committed political acts. 


The statement also said that seven officers and headmas- 
ters of the Fidel Castio schools at Utani and Tendeya, on 
Pemba Island, had been instructed to explain how they 
managed to control political moves in their schools. 
Other employees had received warnings. Teachers and 
six officials of the ministry of Education in Pemba Island 
have also been suspended from their jobs while investi- 
gation into their activities continues. The statement did 
not say when action would be taken against them, but 
said that steps would be taken to protect the educational 
system against political disturbances. 
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Angola 


Cooperation Talks With Cuba Open in Luanda 22 Jun 
MB2506100088 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1935 GMT 24 Jun 88 


[Text] Luanda, 24 Jun (ANGOP)—The first session of 
the joint Angola-Cuba intergovernmental subcommis- 
sion for technical, scientific, and commercial coopera- 
tion began in Luanda on Wednesday. The aim is to 
evaluate and increase activities in those sectors, partic- 
ularly in engineering and construction. 


The delegations, which are led by Antonio de Jesus Neto, 
Angola’s deputy minister of construction, and his Cuban 
counterpart, Alfonso Paquero, will review the general 
contract conditions and the accord on the activities of 
the Cuba’s UNECA [Caribbean Construction Enter- 
prises Union], and will plan future cooperation in the 
field of construction. 


Existing cooperation between the Angolan and Cuban 
peoples and governments was highlighted at the opening 
of the current session. 


The Cuban delegation has already visited economic, 
cultural and social centers in Luanda, namely the plant 
for the construction of prefabricated equipment, which 
is run by Tecnogiron. 


Talks Continue 
MB0107080988 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 30 Jun 88 


[Text] In Luanda, Angola and Cuba are examining ways 
to increase cooperation, especially in education, health, 
agriculture, science and technical affairs. 


At the opening of the talks yesterday, Planning Minister 
Antonio Henriques da Silva expressed the need for new 
dynamism to increase bilateral social and economic 
cooperation. Planning Minister Antonio Henriques da 
Silva took this opportunity to brief the Cuban delegation 
on the nature and importance of the economic and 
financial reorganization program underway in the coun- 
try and the steps already taken within the context of 
restructuring the economy. 


In turn, Ernesto Melendez, minister presicent of Cuba's 
state committee for economic cooperation, spoke in 
favor of the creation of necessary and correct mecha- 
nisms permitting the rational use of human and material 
resources in the two countries. 


It should be recalled that Angola and Cuba are linked by 
social, ecoaomic, technical and scientific cooperation ties. 
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Accord Signed 
MBO0507140488 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 5 Jul 88 


[Text] Yesterday Angola and Cuba signed a protocol for 
economic, technical, and scientific cooperation at the 
end of the seventh session of the Angolan-Cuban joint 
commission. The session was presided over by Angolan 
Planning Minister Antonio Henriques da Silva and by 
Ernesto Melendez, minister president of the Cuvan State 
Committee for Economic Cooperation. 


It reviewed the results of the various agreements signed 
during the sixth session of the joint commission in the 
light of the prevailing national and international situa- 
tion. The commission decided to increase bilateral coop- 
eration in the fields of science and technology, in ser- 
vices, and in priority fields, notably agriculture, trade, 
industry, petroleum, construction, health, education, 
and culture, until the next meeting of the joint commis- 
sion in 1990. 


Botswana 


Security Forces Release RSA ‘Agent’ to Zimbabwe 
MB0507195388 Gaborone Domestic Service 
in English 1910 GMT 5 Jul 88 


[Text] Botswana security forces have arrested a South 
African intelligence agent believed to be of grave 
regional threat. He has since been handed over to Zim- 
babwean authorities to face charges relating to the abor- 
tive rescue attempt in Harare. 


A statement just released by the office of the president 
confirms that on Tuesday, 28 June, around 10 pm, the 
Botswana Defense Force personnel manning a road 
block between Tlokweng Village and the Tlokweng Bor- 
der Post apprehended Denis Charles Behan, also known 
as Henry Peter Coleman, as he and another man were in 
the process of escaping into South Africa by making an 
illegal border crossing. The two men are directly con- 
nected with the South African commando group that was 
supposed to conduct a rescue operation of six South 
African saboteurs detained in Zimbabwe pending trial 
for murder and other acts of sabotage in that country. 
The second man, whom Coleman identified as Jimmy 
McGuire, managed to evade arrest by the BDF and is 
now believed to be in South Africa. 


In subsequent interviews with the members of the Bots- 
wana Police Force, Henry Peter Coleman admitted to 
having served in the Rhodesian Army between 1976 and 
1980, after which he took up a security job in South 
Africa. His assignr.ent in the aborted rescue bid was to 
deliver a vehicle carrying communications equipment 
concealed in its compartments from Maung to Harare. 
The two men abandoned their vehicle at Kazungula on 
the Zimbabwean side of the border when the authorities 
there indicated the procedural route to search it. They 
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then crossed into Botswana illegally and arranged a 
private aircraft that took them to Gaborone on 28 June, 
the night they were intercepted by the BDF. 


Denis Charles Beahan, also known as Henry Peter Cole- 
man, has since been handed over to the Zimbabwean 
authorities to face charges related to the aborted rescue 
attempt in Harare. The office of the president has 
praised security forces for the role they played in this 
operation and encouraged members of the public to 
continue to cooperate in the interest of national security. 


Namibia 


Windhoek Blast Causes ‘Extensive Damage’ 6 Jul 
MB0607092388 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0917 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] Windhoek July 6 SAPA—A powerful bomb 
exp!oded in the confined space of a butchery in Klein 
Windhoek at about 10am today, injuring 19 people and 
causing extensive damage to buildings. 


A police spokesman, Chief Inspector Kierie du Rand, 
said three of the injured were in a critical condition and 
four others were seriously injured in the blast. 


First indications were that the explosive device, contain- 
ing a charge of about one kg, was left in a parcel inside 
the butchery, he said. 


Reporters on the scene said heavily armed police had 
cordoned off the area which was strewn with wreckage of 
the bast. 


Details of the injured were not yet know. 


1 Dead, 18 Injured 
MB0607095888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0955 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[Text] Windhoek July 6 SAPA—One man died and 18 
people were injured in a powerful bomb blast that destroyed 
a Klein Windhoek butchery at about 10am today. 


A police spokesman, Chief Inspector Kierie du Rand, 
said the dead was an unidentified black man. 


Among the critically injured was a white woman while 
four of the injured were in a serious condition. 


“We fear for the lives of some of the survivors,”’ Chief 
Inspector du Rand said. 


Most of the victims were blacks and coloureds but 
further details were not immediately avaiable, he added. 
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Republic of South Africa 


Commentary Defends National Council Proposal 
MB2406053188 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English OS00 GMT 24 Jun 88 


{Station commentary} 


[Text] South Africa’s new constitutional forum, to be 
established in terms of legislation now before parlia- 
ment, has evoked reaction that suggests some confusion 
in perceptions of its role. 


In different circles there has been criticism of the council 
on the grounds that it does not meet all their various 
demands and is therefore inadequate. The comment 
implies the view that the proposed council represents in 
some way a fina! stage, a culmination, in the program of 
political reform. 


It is of course nothing of the kind. Far from signifying 
the conclusion of a process, the council, comprising 
representatives of the white, black, colored and Indian 
groups, is in every way a beginning. It is an instrument 
created through evolutionary political reform for the 
purpose of advancing that evolution to the next crucial 
stage—securing black political involvement at central 
government level. As an instrument for achieving that 
purpose the constitutional council is essentially a nego- 
tiating body. Far from being designed to meet all 
demands at the outset, an impossible task, it is a forum 
in which representatives of all groups will thrash out 
their different demands in order to arrive at a demo- 
cratic consensus. 


This is why it has been said repeatedly that the council 
has an open agenda. The objective is shared by all: to 
devise & constitutional dispensation in which all South 
4fricans are represented and can participate without 
domination. And it will be up to South Africans them- 
selves, through their representatives on the council, to 
turn that ideal into reality. 


Nor is any group that espouses the tenets of democratic 
politics excluded from this enterprise to shape South 
Africa’s constitutional future. Yet it has been objected 
that the council not represent all elements of South 
African society, and that is perfectly true. The council, 
and indeed a future South Africa governed through a 
democratic system will not—cannot—be representative 
of the ANC in its present form. So also the British and 
Irish political systems are not representative of the IRA, 
nor are those of any European country or American 
representative of any group that seeks to achieve it 
political aims through violence. 


By definition a democratic political system will accom- 
modate only those—the vast majority in any society— 
who believe that political issues must be resolved 
through negotiation and persuasion. Any group that 
rejects this and chooses violence as a political instrument 
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therefore excludes itself from participation in constitu- 
tional mechanisms that are based on democratic princi- 
ples. By its own ideology and actions, it places itself 
outside the political system. 


For the overwhelming mass of South Africans of all 
communities, however, the constitutional council repre- 
sents a new takeoff point. It provides the vehicle for a 
historic move forward in realizing the ideals of political 
freedom and democratic participation and securing civ- 
ilized norms and the community aspirations of all. 


SACC Calls for October Election Boycott 
MB3006 103588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1018 GMT 30 Jun 88 


[Text] Johannesburg June 30 SAPA—Thirty church 
leaders from 16 South African churches have called on 
all Christians in South Africa not to participate—either 
as candidates or voters—in the October 1988 local 
authorities elections. 


The South African Council of Churches (SACC) said in 
a Statement today the decision had been taken at a 
meeting of church leaders yesterday at St Barnabas 
College in Johannesburg, where the SADCC is holding 
its annual conference. 


The move was made after a declaration by the leaders 
that “the truth cannot be bound by unjust laws.” 


“By involving themselves in the elections, Christians 
would be participated in their oppression or the oppres- 
sion of others.” 


Official Explains Stand 
MB0107160288 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 30 Jun 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] South Africa’s churches have decided to take the 
government head on and defy the tough emergency regula- 
tions. The South African Council of Churches, SACC, has 
called on all Christians to stay away from local elections due 
later this year. The elections and their success were at the 
forefront of the government's attempts to get its modified 
apartheid policies accepted. The call was decided at a 
meeting today of 16 churches affiliated to the SACC, but it 
can’t be reported in South Africa. On the line to Cape Town. 
Caroline Dempster asked the honorary vice president of the 
SACC, Beyers Naude, exactly what had been decided at 
today’s meeting. 


[Begin recording] [Naude] The structures of the consti- 
tutional system in South Africa are based on racial. 
ethnic identity. These structures constitute the ap: theid 
system which we have declared to be evil and sinfus and 
its theological justification heresy. Therefore, we cannot 
participate in the elections, and we call on all Christians 
not to participate in the implementation of their own 
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oppression or the oppression of others, either by voting 
on 26 October or by standing for election. We declared 
our intention to communicate this decision to our 
church corps and congregations so as to enable the fullest 
possible open debate so that people may arrive at an 
informed and responsible decision, ignore the emergency 
restrictions that require our churches’ news network to 
register as new agencies and use them and all other 
means at our disposal to make these decisions known. 
Those were decisions after we have noted that we are 
committing an offense in terms of the emergency regu- 
lations by issuing this statement. 


[Dempster] Now, Dr Naude, as you have said, this cail 
contravenes the emergency regulation that cannot Ie 
reported by a journalist ‘n South Africa. Are you expect- 
ing any reaction from the authorities? 


[Naude] It is very difficult te say so at the present 
moment, but I believe that in the light of this decision, 
the authorities cannot but take some steps in this regard. 


[Dempster] And do you and your fellow church leaders 
believe that your congregations, your following, will be 
prepared to break the law as you are now doing? 


{Naude] It is very difficult to say that before hand. | 
think there certainly would be those congregations, espe- 
cially white ones, who will not do that, but I believe also 
that there is substantial number of black congregations 
who would give their full support to the stand of the 
church leaders. 


[Dempster] And will you be preaching this message and 
making this call from the pulpit on Sunday? 


[Naude) This was the clear intention on the part of all 
those of us who have participated, and there were 26 
church leaders who signed, you know, this document in 
their official capacity, including Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, Reverend 'Aogoba, Dr Mgojo, the president of the 
Methodist Church; Dr Allan Boesak, the moderator, and 
Reverend Buti, the moderator of the Dutch Reformed 
Church in Africa. 


[Dempster] And how wide a following do this church 
leaders have? 


[ Naude] I believe thai the following is wide and strong. It 
is very difficult to indicate percentagewise, but I am 
convinced that they reflect, you know, the deepest feel- 
ings on the part of the majority of the people of our 
country. [end recording] 


Churches Say Government Policies Create ‘Crisis’ 
MB2806120388 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0804 GMT 28 Jun 88 


[Text] Johannesburg June 28 SAPA—The intensifica- 
tion of the war waged by government against the people 
of South Africa and those of the neighbouring states has 
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thrown all churches in this country into a serious crisis 
Situation, the general secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches [SACC], the Rev Frank Chikane, 
said in Johannesburg last night. 


Addressing the annual SACC conference. Mr Chikane 
said the crisis had forced church leaders of the member 
churches of the SACC to take a more active role to “try 
and stop this country following a course which might 
lead to a bloody war engulfing the whole southern 
African reagion.” 


The SACC, he said, had responded to the situation by 
moving from passive condemnation of the system to 
active Opposition to it. 


He believed 1988 would go down in history as the year 
when the church in South Africa—particularly the mem- 
ber chuyches of the SACC—reached a turning violence 
against the majority of South Africans. 


Throughout the year the SACC had called on the church 
to apply “immediate and comprehensive” sanctions on 
South Africa and SWA/Namibia. 


They had also decided not to obey the “unjust” laws on 
rent boycotts and taxation. 


“On he basis of the practice and constitution of this 
government we are compelled to regard it as illegitimate 
and are thus not obliged to obey its unjust laws.” 


Mr Chikane said the SACC needed to consider whether it, 
as a church, should not “break the unjust law that says it 
is a criminal offence to call for a boycott of the October 
elections.” 


“Church leaders also need to reaffirm our call to the 
international community to dissociate themselves from 
the apartheid system by withdrawing the economic, 
political and military support of the system.” 


Mr Chikane aiso denounced the “participation of the 
Dutch Reformed Church [DRC] in the development of 
apartheid.” He urged members of the DRC—to which 
50 per cent of white South Africans and 80 per cent of 
the members of parliament belonged—to break with the 
apartheid system. 


Council of Churches Criticizes Amnesty Offer 
MB2306115888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1143 GMT 23 Jun 8&8 


[Text] Johannesburg June 23 SAPA—The so-called offer 
for amnesty to exiles, including members of the ANC, by 
the prime minister, Mr P.W. Botha “is a farce and of no 
meaning to the oppressed majority here and abroad,” the 
South African Council of Churches [SACC] said today. 
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In a statement, the general secretary of the SACC, the 
Reverend Frank Chikane, said: “How can P.W. Botha 
offer amnesty to exiles after reimposing the state of 
emergency and keeping about 2,500 peace-loving South 
Africans in detention without any trial? 


“Is this not a call for the exiled community to surrender 
themselves into the hands of the forces of apartheid’” he asks. 


if Mr Botha was serious about negotiations and a peace- 
ful change in South Africa, “he should be bold enough to 
announce that he is abandoning the system of apartheid, 
release political prisoners and detainees, allow exiles to 
return and allow all banned organisations to participate 
in a negotiated settlement for the establishment of a just, 
non-racial and democratic society where all will be equal 
before the law irrespective of colour, race or creed.” 


Mr Chikane says the problem in South Africa was not the 
violence or marxism or radicalism of the exiles. 


“The problem is the refusal of the white, racist, apart- 
heid regime to ahandon the apartheid system, white 
domination and legalised position of the privileged.” 


House of Suspends Rajbansi 
MB2906 144288 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1400 GMT 29 Jun 88 


[Text] The leader in the Indian House of Parliament has 
been suspended until next year. The latest development 
in the long-running saga surrounding Mr Rajbansi came 
as a result of an amended motion proposed by Solidarity 
leader, Mr J.N. Reddy, this afternoon. 


Whether or not the decision is binding remains question- 
able. As Mr Rajbansi was not present when a decision 
was taken, he did not react, either by remaining in the 
House or walking out. 


The motion stated that the House was of the opinion that 
Mr Rajbansi had deliberately misied the House by 
stating that the Natioaal People’s Party had not received 
any donation from any contractors or development 
company. The statement had added that it had been 
shown to be untrue, and Mr Rajbansi had displayed a 
wanton and reckless disregard for the truth. 


Parliament adjourned today, which means that the real 
showdown will be postponed to the next sitting in August. 


Suspension ‘Political Act’ 
MB3006153588 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1500 GMT 30 sun 88 


[Text] The chairman of the Minister's Council in the 
House of Delegates, Mr Amichand Rayjbansi, says that 
his suspension from the House of Delegates was a 
political act and not an act to establish the truth. 
Speaking in Durban, Mr Rajbansi said that it was a 
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political act because the people responsible for this 
suspension from the Hcuse until next year were the same 
people who had failed to defeat the National People’s 
Party at the ballot box. 


Police Report Soweto Man Dies * * Mine 
MBO0107133988 Johannesburg SAPA in Engli 
1329 GMT 1 Jul 88 


[Text] Pretoria July SAPA—An unidentified man died 
in Soweto this morning when a limpet mine he was 
apparently handling exploded, police said. 


The explosion occurred outside a private house in Protea 
North, Soweto, at about Sam, according to a statement 
by the SA Police public relations division in Pretoria. 


“It appears as though a black man, as yet unidentified, 
was killed when an explosive device which he was 
handling, exploded. 


“The device was later identified as a limpet mine. A 
hand-grenade was also found near the body. 


“No reports of injuries were received but some damage 
was caused to windows of surrounding houses,” it added. 


Police are investigating the matter. 


Police Issue Unrest Report for 30 Jun 
MB0107065088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0626 GMT 1 Jul 88 


[Text] Pretoria July | SAPA—Herewith the unrest 
report as supplied by the police directorate of public 
relations: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight: 


“At Zwide (Port Elizabeth) a truck was damaged when it 
was stoned by a group of blacks. 


“At Molweni (Pinetown Area) two black men sustained 
burns and a house was after a group of black 
youths hurled a petrol-bomb at the dwelling.” 


Foreign Debt Reported ‘Sharply Down’ 
MB28061 13488 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 28 Jun 88 p 3 

[By Greta Steyn] 


[Text] SA's foreign debt stood at R43.6bn at the end of last 
year, sharply down in rand terms from R65.8bn at the end 
of August 1985 and R49.Sbn at end-1986, figures in the 
Reserve Bank's latest QUARTERLY BULLETIN show. 
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At the same time, SA's ratio of foreign debt to exports 
dropped from 170.7 percent in 1984 to a much healthier 
93.2 percent last year, indicating an increased ability to 
service the debt. 


Nedbank economist Edward Osborn said: “The ratio of 
foreign debt to exports is relevant because it indicates 
the ability of the balance of payments (BOP) to redeem 
or service the debt. A ratio of around the 100 percent 
level is an acceptable level. 


“SA's level of exports relative to its debt is far healthier 
than that of most developing countries.” 


However, the rand value of SA's foreign debt is probably 
rising, as the rand has lost ground against the dollar and 
most major currencies this year. Last year’s drop in SA's 
foreign debt in rand terms was largely attributable to an 
improvement in the rand/dollar exchange rate, coupled 
with substantial debt repayments. 


But economists said a weakening exchange rate did not 
necessarily worsen the foreign debt picture. A drop in the 
currently should protect the balance of payments by 
boosting the rand value of exports while depressing the 
demand for imports. 


The extent to which the rand would be allowed to 
weaken, raising the rand value of foreign debt on the one 
hand, while on the other han¢ protecting the BOP, would 
depend on the authorities. 


SA's foreign debt commitments did not put pressure on 
the BOP in the first quarter of this year—no lump sum 
repayments were made on the matured outstanding debt 
inside the “standstill net”. 


The QUARTERLY BULLETIN said repayments in terms 
of the Second Interim Arrangements with foreign creditor 
banks in the first three months of 1 988 were limited to small 
repayments on individual debts as they matured. 


This month, a lump sum repayment of about R400m was 
made on debt inside the net. 


Zimbabwe 


Alleged RSA Commando Appears in Court 
MB0507181388 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1804 GMT 5 Jul 88 


[Text] Harare July 5 SAPA—The alleged commander of 
a South African group of commandos was arrested in “a 
neighbouring country” and brought to Zimbabwe last 
Saturday, according to tertimony in the regional court in 
Harare today. The country was not named. 


In the dock was Charlies Dennis Beahan, 40, a South 
African resident who, together with a colleague, allegedly 
ran away from the Zimbabwean authorities at 
Kazungula border post on June 28 as they attempted to 
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enter Zimbabwe. The commandos were allegedly sent by 
South African military intelligence to free South African 
agents awaiting trial in Zimbabwe. 


Mr Beahan, who appeared in court briefly to have the 
statement he made to the police confirmed, told the court he 
had no complaints against the police. He was unrepresented 
at the proceedings, which were held in camera. 


After the statement had been confirmed, Mr Yunus 
Omerjee, of the attorney-general’s office, asked the mag- 
istrate, Mr Jefta Makhaza, to remand Mr Beahan to July 
19. Urging the court to refuse bail, Mr Omerjee alleged 
that Mr Beahan was the commander of a South African 
commando group comprising a large number of persons 
who had been “tasked” with entering this country from 
South Africa through different points to free certain 
Zimbabweans who are held in custody awaiting trial on 
charges related to acts of bombings and sabotage by 
2imbabweans who are South African agents. 


He said Mr Beahan and his colleagues were acting on the 
instructions of South African military intelligence when 
they attempted to enter Zimbabwe in a motor vehicle at 
Kazungula border post on June 28. The authorities at the 
border post became suspicious and demanded to search 
them, their vehicle and its contents. Mr Beahan and his 
colleague then ran away, scaled a fence and dived into 
the Zambezi River. They swam away from the Zimba- 
bwean border and made their way into a “frendly 
neighbouring country” where they were captured. 


Zimbabwe's security forces, on follow-up operations, 
obtained information about them which resulted in the 
arrest of Mr Beahan on July 2. His colleague escaped, 
said Mr Omerjee. 


He added that when the vehicle abandoned at the bor der 
by Mr Beahan and his colleague was searched, the 
authorities found a quantity of sophisticated telecommu- 
nicaticas equipment hidden in false cabinets. They also 
found plastic explosives, ammunition and weapons, 
which were intended io be used during an attack to 
release the South African agents. Other vehicles recov- 
ered by the security officers contained quantities of 
ammunition, explosives and uniforms, he said. 


“Had the plan succeeded, it was envisaged that the 
rescued persons would proceed to Namibia first and then 
to South Africa,” Mr Omerjee said. Mr Beahan was 
remanded for two weeks. 


75 Prisoners Await Release Under Amnesty 
MB3006170588 Harare Domestic Service in English 
0400 GMT 30 Jun 88 


[Text] THE HERALD reports that 75 prisoners, some of 
whom were on death row, are to be released after being 
declared a special category under the presidential 
amnesty. Most of the prisoners are former members of 
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the Zimbabwe National Army and the Central Intelli- 
gence Organizatiun. They also include former members 
of support units and the ZANU-PF youth wing. 


In the meantime, more than 30 former dissidents who 
gave themselves up in Nkayi last month have been 
moved to Bulawayo, while the rehabilitation exercise for 
former dissidents from the district is reported to be 


progressing smoothly. 


Police Warn of Tough Aciion Against Dissidents 
MBO0507210988 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1745 GMT 5 Jul 88 


[Text] Police have appealed to people in the communal! 
areas, especially those in Matabeleland, to report dissi- 
dents who might still be in the bush. The deputy police 
commissioner responsible for operations, Comrade 
Douglas Chimboka, niade the appeal when he addressed 
newsmen in Bulawayo today. He warned that tough 
action will be taken against gun carrying bandits now 
that the presidential amnesty has expired. 


Comrade Chimboka was reacting to recent reports that two 
armed men, believed to be bandits, were sighted in the 
‘Sikobokobo) area 60 km west of the Nkai Police Station 


Meanwhile, a high-powered delegation met for the sec- 
ond time in Bulawayo on Sunday to discuss the fate of 
former dissidents and refugees from the Dukwe Camp in 
Botswana. It included Senior Minister Comrade Joshua 
Nkomo; the minisier of labor manpower planning, and 
social welfare, Comrade Johr Nkomo; and the governors 
of Matabeleland North and South Provinces. 


in Manicaland Resettlement 
MBO0S07114088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
O8S5 GMT 5 Jul 88 


[Text] Mutare, July 5 SAPA—A senior official in the 
Zimbabwe Department of Rural Resettlement said today 
that politicians were no longer interfering in the resetiiec- 
ment programme in Manicaland and 11 was now proceeding 
smoothly, the national news agency ZIANA reports 


Manicaland acting regional rural development officer 
Robert Gumbo said his department used to have prob- 
lems from politicians, mainly loca) members of Parlia- 
ment, who interfered with the programme. 


“Now the position has changed and the exercise is going 
on smoothly. Since the beginning of this year, nearly 
13,000 families have been resettled in mode! a schemes 
and about 800 in model B.” 


“The exercise is on-going a5 more people are identified 
for resettlement. lt :s very difficult to give the exact 
figures for people resettled because the exercise never 
stops.” he said. 


Mr Gumbo said government would have to continue 
buying farms on which to resettle people. Currently his 
department was facing problems since most farmers 
were not willing to sell their farms to the government 
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Burkina Faso 


President Compaore Extends Sentiments to Iran 
ABO507134188 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 1300 GMT 5 July £8 


[Message sent by President Blaise Compaore to “Ali 
Khamene’i, president of the Islamic Republic of Iran, on 
the downing of an Iranian Airbus—date not given] 


[Text] Mr President: We have learned with profound 
sadness the tragedy that occurred in the Strait of Hormuz 
in which hundreds of innocent people died when Amer- 
ican missiles shot down an Iranian Airbus. We extecad to 
the Iranian (?people), the bereaved families, und to 
yourself our sincere condolences and sentiments of pro- 
found affliction as well as our people's militant support. 


This military attack against a civilian target is another 
demonstration of the absurd concentration of foreign 
troops in the Gulf where they continue to maintain 
unnecessary tension. For this reason, our people will 
always champion, in their anti-imperialist struggle, the 
advent of a world free of all [word indistinct] likely to 
threaten worid security and peace. Highest regards. 
Fatherland or death, we will win. 


Signed. Captain Blaise Compaore. 


Ghana 
Reaction To U.S. Downing of Iranian Aircraft 


Condolence Book Opened 
ABOS07070588 Accr.. Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 4 Jul 88 


[Excerpts] Following the shooting down of an Iranian 
airliner by the United States Navy in which nearly 300 
people lost their lives, the Iranian president, Mr “Ali 
Hassan Khamene’:, has severely criticized the U.S. for 
the incident. [passage omitted] 


I, Accra, the Iranian Embassy will open a book of 
condolence from. Wednesday to Friday [6 to 8 July] 
between 9 a.m. and 12 oon. 


Commentary on World Reaction 
ABOSO07 184888 Accra Domestic Service in Enelish 
1800 GMT § Jul 88 


[Kofi Amponsah commentary] 


[Text] Mankind received with shock last Sunday the 
news that a U.S. warship had shot down an Iranian 
civilian plane in the Strait of H»rmuz killing all the 290 
men, women, and children on board. As expected. many 
peace loving countnes have condemned this terrible and 
irresponsible act of destruction of innocent lives. In 
Ghana, one described the action as a deliberate provo- 
cation against Iran and called for immediate UN super- 
vised investigations. Other countries which have 
deplored the act include the Soviet Union and China, 
and all of them pointed to the dangers inherent in the 
presence of the U.S. in the Gulf area. 
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This justified anger on the part of these countries against 
the U.S. action may be contrasted with the half-hearted, 
even downright callous reaction from some of the West- 
ern allics of the U.S. The British prime minister, Mrs 
Thatcher, \or example, described the unprovoked shoot- 
ing down of an unarmed civilian plane as merely regret- 
table, unquote. An Italian officer has already surfaced to 
claim that he was present in the area and that the Iranian 
plane was not on a civilian path when it was shot down. 


One cannot resisi the temptation to conclude that an 
effort is being made to find an excuse for the crime. It ts 
also noted that when the Soviet Union shot down a 
Korean airline plane near their common border 5 years 
ago, the U.S. and the Western press did not accept that a 
genuine mistake might have been made. They concluded 
immediately that the plane was shot down deliberately, 
and now the same Western media will like th: world to 
accept that the U.S. warship might have made a genuine 
mistake. The fact of the matter, as stated by the Soviet 
Union, is that U.S. forces are just too trigger-happy in 
the Gulf area. Many countries tad warned the US 
against its military presence im the Gulf. Une of the 
dangers of that involvement is what occured at the 
weekend. Another is the possibility of all-out war with 
Iran or even a superpower conflict. 


Can we dare to hope that the tragedy in the Gulf will 
make the U.S. realize the hopelessness of its role as the 
international gendarme under what i calls its global 
security obligations? Perhaps the fact that the crime 
coincided with the 212th independence anniversary of 
the U.S. calls for sober reflection by the U.S. on tite 
direction of its foreign policy. 


By another coincidence, on July 4th, America’s indepen- 
dence day, an influential American evangelist was 
preaching hard at a crowd of Ghanaians at the Accra 
sports stadium, thousands of miles from his home. The 
Oral Roberts Crusade certainly found itself at the wrong 
place. Maybe, Dr Oral Roberts, president of Oral 
Roberts University, should take back home to the U.S. a 
message from the Ghanaian people to American evange- 
lists: Please stay Lome. Heal the sickness of American 
crime and cure the deafness of the American Adminis- 
tration to the cries of the suffering world. 


Compared to Libya Attack 
AB0600074100 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The GHANAIAN TIMES continues iis series of 
editonals on the shooting down of an Iranian passenger 
plane in the Gulf. The paper notes that the most vivid 
precedent and closest comparison is the U.S. bombing of 
Libyan cities in April 1986. The TIMES stresses that both 
incidents were results of official orders of the U.S. Govern- 
ment and both involved attacks on civilian targets that have 
no military connections whatsoever. According to the paper, 
the U.S. authorities claimed “hat the Iranian passenger 
plane shot down last Sunday [3 July] was mistaken for a jet 
fighter, that 1s a war plane, but experts say :t was impossible 
to have made such an error 


FBIS-AFR-88-129 
6 July 1988 


Radio Warns Angola Against U.S.. RSA Schemes 
ABOS07152488 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT § Jul 88 


[Affil Monney commentary} 


[Text] Those who want peace in southern Africa have 
cause to worry about recent diplomatic activities which 
threaten a quick settlement of the problem there. Barely 
a week before the fourth round of talks on the Angolan 
and Namibian independence issues, the U.S. Adminis- 
tration has been giving red carpet treatment to the leader 
of the UNITA bandits, Jonas Savimbi. The administra- 
tion had never hidden its support for UNITA, but 
¢>tending an invitation to Savimbi at this stage of the 
negotiation and giving him the reception he does not 
deserve seriously casts doubt on the seriousness of the 
U.S. as a mediator in the peace process. It can be argued 
that the Unite~ States seeks to wreck the negotiations in 
which she is playing a central role. A collapse of the 
negotiations will legitimize increased American and 
south African support to the UNITA bandits. All along. 
the American public has been made to believe that 
Savimbi is fighting communism and that his visit to the 
U.S. and any assistance to him are in the cause of 
anticommunism. Fortunately, this distortion of the truth 
is nO longer believed in the U.S. As a renowned Ameri- 
can Caristian po.nted out, Savimbi's visit is an affront to 
black people everywhere. 


For its part, South Africa, which has gained international 
notoriety for her attacks on the Frontline states, decided to 
engage in a battle with Cuban and Angolan troops while the 
negotiati \s took a crucial turn. At the four-party talks 
Angola k« ps un making compromises on delicate issues, all 
in the name of peace. For example, Angola no longer insists 
that the U.S. and South Africa drop their support for 
UNITA. Apparently, Angola made this gesture regardless of 
the dangevous security situation that will emerge if the 
Cuban troops finally go home. 


Stull, it «s premature to write off all hopes for a solution 
to the southern African problem. But those involved in 
the negotiations should realize that support for UNITA 
means support for destructive forces lined up against 
Angola anc the other frontline states. The U.S. and 
South Africa seem to have embraced the peace taiks with 
peace '% one hand and war in the other, bearing in mind 
iiat peace in Angola and independence for Namibia 
would hasten the destruction of apartheid. 


Meanwhile, Angola has made enough compromises. 
There are pressures and tempiation to make more. Any 
bait such as sharing power with the UNITA bandits 
shouid be totally rejected. September 29th, the target 
date set by the U.S.- Soviet summit for resolving the 
southern African problem is not far off. 


Niger 
Government on ‘Deplorable Airline Catastrophe’ 


ABOS07193288 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT § Jul 88 


[Text] Quartermaster Beidari Mamadou, the minister of 
state in charge of finance, this afternoon received Hamid 
Moayer, director general of the Iranian Ministry of 
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Foreign Affairs, who delivered a message from Iranian 
Prime Minister Musavi to Prime Minister Hamid Alga- 
bid. The message was on bilateral relations and on the 
international political situation, particularly current 
developments in the Iran-Iraq war. 


After the talks, which took place iu the presence of Samu 
Bako, the minster of foreign affairs and cooperation, the 
minister of state expressed to the Iranian emissary the 
heartfelt condolences of the Niger Government follow- 
ing the deplora5le airline catastrophe that uccured in the 
Gulf. He expressed the desire of the Niger Government 
and people to see an end to the Iran-Iraq conflict to 
enable the Islamic Umma [community] to achieve har- 
mony and unity, which are indispensable for its political, 
economic, cultural, and social develonment. 


Nico ra 
Official, Media Reaction ™ vv ag of Aircraft 


Government Expresses ‘Shock’ 
ABOS07221888 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT § Jul 88 


[Text] The Federal Government today in Lagos summoned 
the United States ambassador to Nigeria to express its shock 
over the shooting dowr of an Iranian plane by the United 
States in the Gulf 2 days ago. It says more care st ‘id have 
been taken by the U.S. naval warship. The Fede: overn- 
ment enjoined Iran aud the families of the vi..ims to 
exercise restraint in the face of this tragedy. Meanwhile a 
message of condcience has been seni by the Federal Gov- 
ernment to Iran over the incident. 


U.S. Excuses Called ‘Flimsy’ 
AB0V607124888 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1214 GMT 6 Jul 88 


[From the press scview] 


[Text] Two papers, the DAILY TIMES c<nd_ the 
SKETCH, deliberate on the killing of 290 Iranian citi- 
zens by the UL nited States Navy at the Gulf. The TIMES 
condemns the act and says that President Reagan's 
Statement describing the disaster as a termble human 
tragedy could only be seen as a p-etentious one made to 
appease ar angry world because he is fully aware of the 
consequences of sending several US. warships to the 
Gulf. According to the TIMES, the United States should 
pull her troops oui of the Gulf, and if there are to be 
foreign troops at all they should be provided by the 
United Nations. 


The SKETCH escribed as flumsy Ame. a's excuse that 
the Iranian airliner was mistaken for an F-14 aircraft 
that was set on attacking her. This, the SKETCH 
explains, 1s because there 1s no way the Americans with 
their sophisticated equipment could have mustaken an 
airbus, which is a big wide-bodied plane, for an F-14, 
whose speed no commercial airliner can match. 
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U.S. Downing ‘Irresponsible’ 
AB0507123088 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1200 GMT 5 Jul 88 


[Text] The NEW NIGERIAN describes the killing of 
about 300 Iranian civilians on board an airliner by the 
United States as an irresponsible and vicious aggression 
by the desperate power. It condemns the act and says 
that it is to be related to the series of crimes being 
committed by the Americans in the Middle East in the 
past 10 years. The NEW NIGERIAN says that by this 
(disheartening) act, the United States has exposed her- 
self to suspicion [words indistinct] Iraq has been fighting 
all (?along). 


HERALD Hails Gorbachev ‘Sweeping’ Reforms 
ABO107155688 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0900 GMT 1 JUI 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The sweeping reforms being introduced by the 
Soviet leader, Mikhail Gorbachev is discussed by the 
HERALD. It feels the Soviet leader’s new (?ideal) does 
not only attempt to demilitarize the tension-packed 
world but also offers hope for mankind by emphasizing 
a rational solution of regional conflicts. The paper 
expresses the hope of the Third World that such kind of 
Soviet vision should be extended to superpowers’ adven- 
turism in Grenada, Nicaragua, and Angola. The HER- 
ALD wishes Gorbachev good luck in his crusade towards 
more democracy, a better life for the working people, 
and prosperity for the international community. 


General Staff Chief Receives Jamaica’s Manley 
AB0607062488 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 5 Jul 88 


[Text] The chief of general staff, Vice Admiral Augustus 
Aikhomu, has said that the maintenance of political 
stability is one of the major preoccupations of the Federal 
Government in its march towards civil rule in 1992. Vice 
Admiral Aikhomu was speaking today when the former 
Jamaican prime minister, Mr Michael Manley, called on 
him at Dodan Barracks. The chief of general staff 
informed the former prime minister that the Federal 
Government is also taking measures to ensure that a 
sound economy was handed over to the incoming civilian 
administration. Mr Manley and Vice Admiral Aikhomu 
had earlier discussed the debt problem of the Third World 
countries. In an interview with State House correspon- 
dents later, Mr Manley said there was a need for the press 
in the Third World to initiate discussions that would 
develop common positions and strategies for dealing with 
the debt problem. He said such discussions would help 
sensitize the political leadership about the necessity to 
work together and adopt a separate approach to clear the 
accumulated debt. The former Jamaican prime minister 
said he was impressed with the structural adjustment 
program of the Federal Government and the position of 
Nigeria on the dumping of toxic waste in Africa. 
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Army Chief Comments on Ex-Head Buhari’s Release 
AB0407191388 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 4 Jul 88 


[Text] The chief of Army Staff, Lieutenant General 
Sanni Abacha, has said that any decision to release the 
former head of state, Major General Muhammadu 
Buhari, and his deputy, Major General Tunde Idiagbon, 
will be based on the advice from the National Security 
Agency. Gen Abacha said such advice would consider 
whether the time was ripe to release them. 


The Army chief, who was speaking in Lagos today on the 
occasion of Army Day, said releasing the two former top 
government functionaries depended on the Federal Gov- 
ernment and not the Army. He said the size of the Army 
had been drastically reduced and that the present size 
was adequate for its envisaged role. 


Defends Military Rule 
AB0607061588 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 5 Jul 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The Nigerian Army is 125 years old this week. 
The military top brass have used the occasion to explain 
why their colleagues they ousted nearly 3 years ago, the 
ex-head of state, Major General Buhari, and his number 
two, Major General Tunde Idiagbon, are still in deten- 
tion. Last December, another former military leader, 
General Obasanjo, called on the Babangida regime to 
either release Buhari and Idiagbon or bring them to trial. 
Seven months later, the Army has replied. From Lagos, 
Tunde Obadina cabled this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording} Nigeria’s chief of Army 
staff, Lieutenant General Sanni Abacha, told journalists 
that the continued detention of Buhari and Idiagbon was a 
matter of security and in national interest. He said it was not 
his personal decision that they were still being held but that 
of security organizations, and he said it was for those 
Organizations to advise the Federal Government on the 
appropriate time to release the two men. However, the chief 
of Army staff did not say why Buhari and Idiagbon were still 
considered to be security risks. 


Abacha also offered his view on the vexing question 
being asked by many Nigerians, including members of 
the Constituent Assembly, ramely, how can _ the 
country’s future Constitution put an end to military 
intervention in politics? The chief of staffs answer 
appeared to be quite simple: It can't. He told the 
journalists, Nigerian constitutions have never and will 
never prevent military interventions. The only deterrent 
to a coup d'etat 1s good leadership. Abacha reminded the 
journalists that constitutional provisions against coups 
already exist, and according to him, what gives scope for 
military intervention is the prevailing circumstances. If 
there is good leadership, he said, military interventions 
will be a thing of the past. Sanni Abacha said the present 
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government’s transitional program was a major element 
in ensuring that the next civilian government had a 
credible leadership. However, he added that the Army 
had intensified the political education of officers and 
soldiers to ensure they remain their brothers’ keepers. 
[end recording] 


Senegal 
National Round Table Talks To Begin 4 July 


Party Refuses To Take Part 
ABO0107163088 Paris AFP in French 1304 GMT 
I Jul 88 


[Text] Dakar, | Jul (AFP)}—The leader of the People’s 
Liberation Party (PLP, populist), Babacar Niang, former 
presidential candidate, announced today that his party 
would not take part in the round table talks to take place 
soon between the Senegalese majority and the opposi- 
tion. Speaking at a news conference, Mr Niang said these 
round table talks were a mere “political operation” and 
that the Senegalese Government was not actually open to 
“true dialogue.”’ The former presidential candidate, who 
obtained 0.75 percent of the votes, denounced notably 
the fact that President Abdou Diouf refused to broach 
the contentious electoral issue during the discussions. 
“There is no contentious electoral issue,” Mr Diouf 
allegedly stated recently. 


The roundtable talks, proposed by the heads of state to 
save the country from the political crisis that followed 
the elections, will begin on 4 July. Initially scheduled to 
discuss ell the current problems facing Senegal, it will for 
the time being go into only two issues: the reform of the 
electoral code and the access of the opposition to the 
official media. 


Abdoulaye Wade’s Senegalese Democratic Party (PDS, 
liberal) and the two small extreme right-wing parties that 
support it, denounced in a communique the limiied 
nature of the round table talks. These three parties that 
will take part in the round table discussions, have 
indicated that they have not renounced their “uncondi- 
tional condemnation” of the official electoral results. 


Opposition Leaders Meet Diouf 
AB0507065888 London BBC World Service in English 
1710 GMT 4 Jul 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] In Senegal today, opposition parties are having 
their first full meeting with President Diouf in an 
attempt to reduce political tension. Following last 
February's presidential elections there were riots and 
allegations of rigging, and a number of leading politi- 
cians were jailed. But three parties responded positively 
to the government's call for talks about Senegal’s politi- 
cal future. On the line, Mark Doyle asked Abdoulaye 


WEST AFRICA 


Bathily, one of the opposition leaders involved in the 
talks, whether today’s meeting meant that the parties had 
patched up their differences with President Diouf: 


[Begin recording] [Bathily] No, not at all. Maybe it could 
be under [word indistinct] but in reality, the political 
crisis is still here. What we want is to give a chance to 
Abdou Diouf to settle the issue democratically, peace- 
fully. If he does not want this through the ballot box we 
will bring him down by any means. 


[Doyle] So, what is the main thing that your negotiators 
will be asking the government for today? 


[Bathily] Today, we are starting the political commis- 
sions. You know, there are four commissions which will 
be discussed at this round table. One commission is on 
political matters, the second one on economic matters, 
the third one on the youth and the problem of employ- 
ment, and the fourth one is on social matters. Today, we 
are tackling the political matters, reviewing the electoral 
code which has to be revised so as to lead the way for new 
and fair elections. And also the question of the media, 
that is the radio and the televisior:, to be open to the 
political parties of the opposition. 


[Doyle] What are you going to do if the government 
simply refuses to hold new elections and refuses to give 
you more access to the official media which is what you 
say you want? 


{Bathily] Well, in that case, we will draw the conclusion 
that Abdou Diouf does not want a democratic settle- 
ment, a peaceful settlement of the political crisis and 
then, we will continue the struggle and bring him down 
by all means. 


[Doyle] But is that really realistic? You do not really 
have any power to do that do you? 


{Bathily] Ah well, you will see. With political mobiliza- 
tion, with determination of our people, we shall bring 
him down. [end recording} 


Nine Parties Attend 
AB0507123888 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 4 Jul 88 


[Text] The national round table talks, initiated by the 
president of the Republic, began this afternoon at the 
Economic and Social Council. As you know, the head of 
state invited all the political parties to come together to 
discuss all the problems facing the Senegalese people, for 
no one has the monopoly on the absolute truth. Repre- 
sentatives of the national and international press and the 
parties therefore met this afternoon to hold a dialogue on 
the electoral code and the use of the media. Iba Gueye 
has this report: 
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{Begin recording] Nine political parties were represented 
at the opening session of these national round table talks, 
the first of its kind in the political annals of Senegal. 
They are: the RND [Democratic National Rally], repre- 
sented by number two man of the party, (Madior Diouf); 
the PIT [Independence Labor Party], represented by 
(Madi Danfara), member of the Political Bureau; the 
PDS [Senegalese Democratic Party], represented by 
(Kladi Alioune Ousmane Diop); the MRS [Senegalese 
Republican Movement], represented by Boubacar 
Gueye; the LD-MPT [Democratic League-Labor Party 
Movement], represented by (Bamba Guisse); the UDS-R 
[Senegalese Democratic Union-Renovation], repre- 
sented by Puritain Fall; the PAI-M [African Party for the 
Independence of the Masses], represented by (Alioune 
Diagne); the PDS-R [Senegalese Democratic Party-Ren- 
ovation], represented by Serigne Diop; and the Socialist 
Party, represented by (Issabe Diagne). These people 
headed their various parties to the talks. On the govern- 
ment bench were Andre Sonko, minister of interior; 
Robert Sagna, minister of communications; and Seydou 
Madani Sy, minister of justice. 


At the opening of the session, chaired by Prof (Ibou Dyai 
The), dean of the Faculty of Law at the University of 
Dakar, procedural issues were raised, followed by the 
question of equal representation of each of the invited 
political parties. The issue of identification tags was also 
raised since, around the oval table of the Econom: and 
Social Council, there were tags for the chairman of the 
[words indistinct], the cochairmen—one of the majority 
and one for the opposition. There was a tag in front of 
the representatives of the majority and another in front 
of the opposition parties. After an hour of hot arguments 
on this issue of tags, the delegates came to the agreement 
that a tag be used in front of each delegation, bearing the 
name of the party represented. On the agenda of these 
first national round table discussions are essentially the 
questions of the electoral code and the use of the media. 
At this point again, some political parties wanted to add 
more issues to the agenda. Some of these parties there- 
fore asked the chairman of the session to make a prelim- 
inary statement before the representatives of the media 
left the hall since discussions had to be held behind 
closed doors. After long discussions on this issue, the 
chairman of the session, (Ibou Djai The), accepted the 
suggestion to give the representative of each political 
party the opportunity to make a statement. This was an 
occasion for the various political parties to define their 
positions regarding these round table discussions and the 
major problems facing the Senegalese people. But let us 
go back to the opening session, during which the chair- 
man of the Economic and Social Council Mamba Gui- 
rassy, in his opening address, welcomed the honorable 
participants. [end recording] 


[Begin recording] [Words indistinct] This assembly, 
every one of you ought to have surmounted difficulties, 
defied criticisms, solved problems of all kinds. It is not 
illogical to entertain the hope that this will prevail in the 
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coming days in the face of difficulties that will surely 
crop up in analyzing the present and making provisions 
for the future. But if, as we are all convinced, all the 
parties present here are aware of the fact that the 
superior interests of Senegal are worth working towards, 
and for that matter there must be understanding and 
agreement on the most essential points, this will finally 
prove that democracy in our country is not an illusion, as 
the opponents of multiparty politics have easily 
affirmed. [end recording] 


For the chairman of the commission, Mr (Ibou Djai 
The), it is a question of initiating a frank dialogue to find 
satisfactory solutions to all the major problems confront- 
ing the country. He also asked participants to cast aside 
partisan preoccupations for the sole benefit of the 
nation’s superior interests. 


[Begin recording] The consolidation of the development 
of democracy requires the overriding of partisan preoc- 
cupations and the renunciation of gained positions to the 
exclusive benefit of the higher interests of the nation. It 
would be naive to think that it is easy to accept such a 
self-denial. But one must always be hopeful. By accepi- 
ing to sit around the same table, you have all demon- 
strated your will to make the necessary effort in order to 
achieve the required results. [end recording] 


It will be recalled that each political party is represented by 
delegates and experts. But only the delegates will make the 
decisions that will be adopted every day by consensus. A 
news conference will be given by the president in the 
presence of the representatives of the parties. 


Togo 


Eyadema Sends Condolences to Iran on Shooting 
AB0407211888 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 4 Jul 88 


[Excerpts] President Eyadema sent a message of condo- 
lences to the Federal Republic of Germany and to the 
Iranian Prime Minister on an army plane that crashed 
into a house in Germany and the air catastrophe that 
killed the 290 passengers of the Iran Airlines Airbus. 
[passage omitted] 


Here is the message sent by President Eyadema to the 
Iranian prime minister: Mr Prime Minister, we heard with 
deep sorrow the air catastrophy that killed the 290 passen- 
gers of the Iran Airlines Airbus going to Dubai. The Togo- 
lese people identify themselves with the cruel day of mourn- 
ing that befalls the Iranian people, and we would like on 
their behalf, on behalf of my government, on behalf of its 
party, the Rally of the Togolese People and on my own 
behalf, to present to you and to the bereaved tamilies our 
sincere condolences. I hereby renew our sincere sentiments 
of solidarity and sympathy and please accept this expression 
of our highest consideration. 


[Signed] General Gnassingbe Eyadema 
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